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WELCOME
Dear Parents,
                      On behalf of the Marysville Primary School community, I would like to welcome you, your family and your child to our school – our home away from home.

Research highlights the benefits of quality pre school programs.  Pre school learning is based on the Early Years Learning and Development Framework.  http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/Pages/default.aspx  

Learning in the Foundation Year is centred on Early Years Literacy and Numeracy strategies which have been developed specifically to advance all children’s learning and development to eight years of age.  (‘Key features of whole school design’.  Hill and Crevola).    

In 2014, all students from Years Foundation to Year 10 are mandated to learn from the National and Victorian Curriculum (AusVELS) for Mathematics, English, Science, History, Humanities and Arts. This exciting initiative will positively challenge the learning of our children and their teachers.  Please see http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/

Marysville Primary prioritises continuous improvement through our Strategic and Annual Plans which focus on literacy, numeracy, student engagement and wellbeing.  We aim to provide a safe and supportive learning environment for all students while challenging our students to achieve their academic very best for a life of learning.  Powerful learning relies on great teaching practice.  We look to content knowledge, teamwork, assessment and evidence to inform teachers, teaching and progress student learning.
 
Marysville prioritises academic achievement through mandated a daily two hour literacy block incorporating reading, writing, speaking and listening and a daily one hour numeracy block incorporating Number and Measurement.  Marysville is committed to Professor John Munro’s (HRLTP) literacy strategies and Waters and Montgomery numeracy research (Leading Numeracy 2007 – the Learner). including the developmental continuum and number fluency.               

In addition literacy intervention, the Arts, Music, PMP, Physical Education, Sports, Camping and Skiing, Religion (optional), Buddies, Junior School Council, Gardening Program all value add to our educational outcomes.  Engaged, focussed teaching, well structured support sustains students social and emotional wellbeing.  
  
Our community understands the power of a positive attitude and the desire to do more  and learn more.  We nurture talent through tailored teaching programs allowing children to achieve to their full potential.  Your involvement and support is valued  and contributes to the successes we all share. We hold true our values: Respect, Responsibility, Honesty and Community.  I look forward to working together – the door is open.
Warmest Regards,
Mr. Leigh Woods.
Principal.
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2014 TERM DATES


	Term 1
	Tuesday 28th January – teachers return 
Commencement of Students – Wednesday 29th January
	
to
	Friday 4th April.
Good Friday 18th April.
Easter Monday 21st April
ANZAC Day Friday 25th April.

	Term 2
	Monday 22nd April 
	to
	Friday 27th June 

	Term 3
	Monday 14th July 
	to
	Friday 19th September 

	Term 4
	Monday 6th October   
	to
	Friday 19th December





The staff are on duty for the care of your child between 8.45 a.m. - 3.45 p.m.


SCHOOL HOURS:	          9.00 a.m.   to   3.30 p.m.  -  for all grades.

WET DAYS:  		          As above.Children remain inside during recess and lunch times.
 
EXTREME HEAT DAYS:    As above.Children remain inside during recess and lunch times.

CODE RED DAYS: 	         School closed due to extreme bushfire weather. Parents will be informed by 2pm the previous day if this is to occur.
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SCHOOL PROFILE



Motto 
Our school motto is ACE -“Achieving and Celebrating Excellence”. 
Mission 	
At Marysville Primary School we provide all children with powerful learning focussed promoting academic achievement and an environment to support social-emotional well being. We aim to assist students begin their journey through lifelong learning with positive attitude and structured support.

Marysville Primary School has the following agreed values:

Community spirit: 	-To have and foster a sense of belonging and pride in 
our school and in the wider community.
-To encourage positive relationships involving parents, families and communities.
-To provide students with an understanding of their place in the local and global community and teach them the value of diversity.
-To share knowledge and resources cooperatively and work together to benefit the wider school community.

Respect:		-Build mutual respect; treat others with consideration and 
regard.
-Being tolerant and accepting of other people’s differences.
-Recognise that everyone has rights and responsibilities.
-Care for property and the environment.

Responsibility:	-Provide a supportive and nurturing environment where students are encouraged to share responsibility for their own learning and behaviour.
-Teach positive social behaviours and problem solving      skills.
-To be accountable for one’s own actions.
-Resolve differences in a constructive, non-violent and peaceful way.

Honesty:	-Truthfulness and consistency with open communications at all times.
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSCrCJZC3vAk54QOa2mZu0G2VVHk2U-6Ms8hurz5wEIWNwREF3B1w]-Doing your best: pursue personal excellence in all endeavours.
-Celebrate lifelong learning as an educational community
-Embrace change and considered risk taking.


[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRGUEZfE8ZE_NHOXRQXRoTKMdOa6cKIZrF8eEOStGgTk_qS9lct2Q]
Our History.
Marysville Primary School was established in 1870. 
The fires of February 7th 2009 saw the total destruction of our school and surrounds. Marysville Primary School reopened in April 2010 and is now a 21st Century, state of the art facility with all new spaces and resources. Our grounds may be smaller, but we make full use of the adjoining shire oval, community facility and town park. Marysville is 90 minutes from Melbourne across the magnificent Black Spur. It is located 10 kilometres from the Maroondah Hwy. on the Northern slopes of the Great Dividing range, in close proximity to Lake Eildon, Lake Mountain and the Cathedral State Park. 
We have a current enrolment of 44 + students with 3 full time teaching staff, part time specialists and Business Manager. The school operates with three learning groups, a Prep/Year1 class, a 2, 3 and 4 class and a Year 4/ 5 /6 class. Our multi grade structure allows students to progress at individual rates with tailored teaching to meet their needs. The school is an active member of the North East Region Cathedral Cluster of schools. 
Small class sizes and individually focused teaching benefits all students.
A feature of the school is its openness and the interaction it has with the community. The parents support and are actively involved in a variety of activities including Perceptual Motor Program, Skiing, Reading, Fundraising and all aspects of the school’s life where their expertise can be utilised. Parents, staff, students and the community regularly work together for mutual benefit, with the school’s Art Exhibition and biannual Fete providing a huge focus.

Parents are encouraged to be actively involved in all aspects of the school.
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OVERVIEW – AusVELS CURRICULUM (Foundation to Year 10).
Our experienced staff provide a comprehensive AusVELS Foundation to Year 6 (and beyond) teaching and learning program while prioritising Literacy and Numeracy.  
We hold high expectations of all - true to our values, especially that of mutual respect.  Our aim is to teach in depth to develop independent learning.  Ourr 21st Century learning spaces and technology rich learning environment directly support your childs education.       


AusVELS ‘Strands’ are:   
1. Physical, Personal and Social Learning.
Students learn about themselves and their place in society. They learn how to stay healthy and active. Students develop skills in building social relationships and working with others. Students develop as independent learners, take responsibility for their learning and develop understanding of rights and responsibilities as local and global citizens.
2. Discipline-based Learning 						         Students learn the knowledge, skills and behaviours in the arts, English, humanities, mathematics, science and language.
3. Interdisciplinary Learning							 Students explore different ways of thinking, solving problems and communicating. They learn to use a range of technologies to plan, analyse, evaluate and present their work. Students learn about creativity, design principles and processes
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2013 saw the commencement of our teaching and reporting against the AusVels curriculum for English, Mathematics, Science and History. 
                        
All students have the opportunity to participate in a range of extra curricular activities including school performances, environmental activities, and interschool sport. Curriculum activities are enhanced through such visits/programs as Waterwatch, Responsible Pet Ownership, Life Education, Swimming Program, ELF day, Rural Schools’ Sports and Camping programs, Sports’ Clinics, Excursions and Performing Arts.   

The school has an effective professional development program that focuses on improving student outcomes and best teacher practice whilst  incorporating current Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) initiatives. 
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SCHOOL HOURS

9.00am 	 - 11.00am 	First Session – Literacy Block. 	 
	11.00am	 - 11.30am	Recess

	11.30am	 - 1.30pm	Second Session – Numeracy Block

	1.30pm	  -2.30pm	Lunch

	 	      2.30pm	       - 3.30pm	     Third Session

				       3.30pm Home Time


Written notification will be provided if there is any variance of these times.


SUPERVISION

Please note that the official times of school ground supervision are  between 8:45am and 3.45pm. Whilst staff are often available outside these times for administration and preparation purposes, no official responsibility can be taken  for children who are in the school grounds out of these hours.

ABSENCES

When your child  returns to school after an absence, you are required to supply  a note or contact the school in person, giving reasons for the absence.  School rolls are legal documents.  If possible please notify the school in advance. It is simply not OK to stay away for shopping, being too tired or special occasions such as a birthday.  Five days absence a term equates to twenty days a year or almost one whole terms learning in two years.  Missing school leaves gaps in your child’s learning.

MEDICAL

Sick children: 
We have a sick bay which can cater for children who become ill at school. Children should not be sent to school if they are ill and we encourage you to keep them at home. While we recognise work and life pressures please make necessary arrangements for home care should your child be too ill to attend. Please contact your class teacher should you wish to arrange for class work to be sent home.

Medical records:
If any of the recorded medical information changes for your child at any time please remember to inform the school office: Phone 59 633256 at your earliest.
Our staff are first aid and anaphylaxis trained. 

Child absences:
Please inform the school via a written note of reasons for child absences as they must be recorded in attendance rolls.  

Medication while at school:
To ensure safety and the effective administration of medication, parents must either speak to the teacher or provide signed notification if medication is to be administered at school.  Parents of children with asthma  are required to provide full details of recommended treatment in case of attacks by supplying an Individual Asthma Management Plan. Children suffering from asthma must have their puffers/inhalers at school at all times.

[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRVZBNMgTUaKySeIDk6tqUEPeXb63AsWT1F_jtsn_iv8zFP4V9C]

BICYCLES
We strongly recommend that your child is familiar with the correct procedures and road rules when riding to and from school. Victorian law stipulates that all cyclists must wear helmets.  Bikes are not permitted to be ridden within  the school grounds and should be placed  in the bike rack during the day. This area is otherwise out of bounds. 


NEWSLETTER
Each Thursday a school newsletter is published and handed to the eldest child in all families.  This provides all the information you need to know about the school on a regular basis and provides an effective means of communication between home and school. Please take the time each week to read the newsletter.


LUNCHES
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRuRtD6v6F2lRY_gVVxIuk7a0HPpnaPFZ1bzTiww6bmfPkTBHMqDg]Healthy eating habits are strongly encouraged at school and a nutritious breakfast provides a good start to the day. Children eat their lunches under supervision..
We offer students lunch orders one day each week. These are made by a local business and order lists can be opbtained from the office.
 


INTER SCHOOL SPORT
Our school is involved  at various times throughout the year in sporting competitions with local rural schools as part of the Cathedral Cluster of schools. The other schools are Alexandra Primary School, Eildon Primary School, Taggerty Primary School, Buxton Primary School and St. Mary’s Catholic School. These include Athletics, Cross Country and Swimming. A variety of sports are played with the emphasis on enjoyment, participation and sportsmanship.
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GRADUATION
At the end of the year a special Year 6 graduation  evening is held  in Marysville.  This evening enables us to recognise the achievements of our graduating class. Details are decided annually in consultation with students, staff and School Council.                          

WORKING BEES
Working bees are organised  by the School Council and are held as the need arises to carry out various tasks and to do general tidying up of the school grounds. We strongly encourage your participation.

SCHOOL REGULATIONS

UNIFORM
 A dress code reinforces in students a pride in their own appearance and instils recognition as an integral part of the school community. At Marysville Primary School it is compulsory to wear school uniform daily. It is also expected on all special occasions and school outings.
Our SunsSmart policy states that broad brimmed, bucket or legionnaire’s hats be worn in Terms 1 and 4.

Girls’ Summer Uniform					
Green and white check dress or
Green shorts 
Gold or green polo T shirt with school logo.   
White socks.
Green windcheater with school logo.
School sunsmart hat. (Terms 1 & 4)
Appropriate shoes or sandals. Sandals must have the toe area covered. (No thongs or scuffs)

[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRxSX_XenJ3fZ_Pyx4yQRFoC7jBWrNzEvOMo9ok2ShoavTMnHniNg]Girls’ Winter Uniform
Green skirt or green track pants.
Green windcheater/jacket with school logo.			
Gold or green polo T shirt with school logo or gold or green skivvy.	
White socks or navy tights.
Appropriate shoes.
School green beanie

Boys’ Summer Uniform
Green shorts 
Gold or green polo T shirt with school logo.
White socks.
Green windcheater with school logo.
School sunsmart hat. (Terms 1 & 4)
Appropriate shoes or  sandals. (No thongs or scuffs)

Boys’ Winter Uniform
Green shorts or track pants.
Gold or green polo T shirt with school logo or gold or green skivvy.
White socks.
Green windcheater/jacket  with school logo.
Black shoes or sandals. (No thongs or scuffs)
School green beanie.

Each year the Year 6 students are offered a special Year 6 rugby top. This is specially printed each year for the students in that class with their names and that of their teacher.

JEWELLERY
For obvious reasons jewellery is not permitted. Students with pierced ears should take particular care and should only wear studs. Dangling varieties are not permitted.

HAIR
 Neat, respectable hair styles are encouraged at all times. Students with long hair should have it tied back in a pony tail, pigtails or plaits and are encouraged to wear ribbons or hair ties in school colours, especially on special occasions. Please be mindful of prevention and treatment (if required) of headlice.  Unusual hair styles such as Mohawks  and coloured hair is not permitted with the exception of any “Bad Hair Day” style of fundraising.

SCHOOL POLICIES
Written policy statements are prepared by the School Council on a variety of subjects and are updated on a regular basis.  These  provide direction for the school’s operation and whilst under the jurisdiction of the School Council, input and suggestions are welcomed from everyone.

STUDENT WELFARE SERVICES
A limited number of confidential specialist Social, Speech and specialist services are available to children upon request from parents or teachers and after referral from the school. These include visiting teacher services for the deaf, visually impaired, gifted children and support for students with speech, social or emotional or educational needs. Parent permsiion is required for the delivery of all such specialist assistance and parents will be fully consulted.

HOMEWORK
Homework benefits students by complementing classroom learning, fostering good study habits and providing an opportunity for students to be responsible for their own learning. In the  Early Years homework consists mainly of reading activities to, with and by parents whilst in the older rooms independent reading on a daily basis is a standard expectation as well as tasks that  provide a continuation of classroom work.

FUNDRAISING
Fundraising is carried out in conjunction with the Parents’ & Friends Club, Junior School Council, School Council and staff and provides a vital contribution to our school needs. Many major items have been bought with their financial assistance. You are very welcome to become a member of our Parent’s and Friends or School Council groups. Please see one of the staff for contact names and details.

DISCIPLINE
Discipline  is a normal part of a child’s development and we promote self discipline as the ideal. Positive reinforcement of good behaviour and encouragement to do the right thing is the school’s philosophy when dealing with problems. Restorative behaviour practices are implemented (no blame approach). Parents are consulted as required.
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Marysville Primary School provides all students with a safe and caring environment where self discipline and individual rights and responsibilities form the basis of student discipline and welfare.   Our Student Engagment Policy is based on the premise that discipline is a joint responsibility between the home and the school acknowledges the range of DEECD policies relating to student management and support. These policies include student attendance, homework guidelines, dress code, student welfare and emergency management.


Principles
Our school believes that all students are:
· valued, treated with respect, courtesy and kindness
· safe within the school environment  and work or play without intimidation, bullying or harassment
· able to develop their individual talents and interests
Teachers have a right to expect that they will be able to teach in an orderly and cooperative environment. Parents have an obligation to support the school in its efforts to maintain a positive teaching and learning environment.


Standards /Rules
We believe that all students have a responsibility to:
· contribute to and be involved in learning situations
· obey instructions from school staff
· be thoughtful, respectful and courteous to others
· take care of school, others and their own property
· ensure that they do not disrupt the learning opportunities of other students
· accept and obey school rights, responsibilities and rules


Consequences
Breaches of school rules may incur some penalty or action. These penalties or actions will be a logical consequence of the misbehaviour such as:-
· discussion with the offender followed by a warning
· written and /or verbal apology to be signed by the student, teacher, Principal and parent.
· set tasks
· withdrawal of privileges eg; sport, excursions.
· period of detention during recess/lunchtime periods
· [image: C:\Users\08641892.DOM011273\Pictures\AASC Day 2010\DSCF1266.JPG]contact with parent
· individual behaviour contract
· referral to counselling services
· formation of support groups












SCHOOL ORGANISATION

SCHOOL COUNCIL

All government schools in Victoria have a School Council. They are legally formed bodies that are given power to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this a School Councils is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school  provides to its students.

There are three possible categories of membership.
· A compulsory elected parent category. More than one third must be from this category.
· A compulsory elected Department of Education, Employment & Training employee category. The Principal of the school is automatically one of these members.
· An optional category is the community  member category. Its members are co-opted by the decision of the council because of their skills, interests or experiences.
The term of office is for two years. Half the members must retire each year and this creates vacancies for the annual school council elections. Parents on School Council provide an important contribution and have valuable skills that can help shape the direction of the school.  Elections are held each year and all parents are invited to stand for election or encourage another person to stand. No special experience is necessary-simply an interest in your child’s school.

Finance: Monitors the school’s finances, oversees the preparation of program budgets and makes recommendations regarding financial matters.

Buildings and Grounds: Plans and coordinates projects related to school buildings and grounds. Organises working bees.
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JUNIOR  SCHOOL COUNCIL

Each year a Junior School Council is formed with students from each room to represent the students at the school. They fulfil an important role in the school, assisting with special meal days and other events throughout the year.
                                

         
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRDXloWr526yowmU9CjZHMH1esZC0c8PJX6nTWy42tXlNkfC36b]SCHOOL CAMPS & EXCURSIONS
It is expected, though not compulsory, that all students will be involved in these types of activities which provide a balanced curriculum and all parents are urged to support them. Notification will be provided as early as possible in the year so that parents can budget for the costs involved. Lay-by options are  also available (see Kylie at the office)



SCHOOL DATES 2014

Term 1: 28 January (school teachers start) to 4 April *
Term 2: 22 April to 27 June
Term 3: 14 July to 19 September
Term 4: 6 October to 19 December

PREP INFORMATION

When can I start school?
Children must be 5 by the 30th April of the year they enter school. They are not required to start school until they are 6. The older children are, the more likely they will be able to cope with learning expectations and the demands of schooling in both primary and secondary school. It is important to note however that age is not the only thing to consider- parents must consider each child’s own rate of development.
 
School Readiness Checklist
Experience indicates that the majority of children starting school are able to:
Social
· Play cooperatively with other children
· [image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRUs15WYL-mqcOwcPBQRug3akInZ-XizBY4FLcpbCgpazRq9hdHwfmTGi0]Cooperate with adults other than family
· Initiate conversations with others
· Display appropriate behaviours
Emotional
· Separate easily from parents
· Express own needs verbally
· Pays attention in a group situation
· Concentrate on a task (5mins.)
· Persevere on a task that they find difficult
· Have confidence in  their own ability
· Accept rules
· Display appropriate behaviours

Physical
· Go without sleep during the day
· Use toilet unaided
· Wash and dry own hands
· Take own clothing on and off eg; windcheater, coat, socks, shoes(not necessarily laces)
· Manage own lunch box and drink



Fine Motor Skills
· Draw a recognisable person or object
· Cut with scissors
· Copy recognisable shapes

Gross Motor Skills
· [image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRuvxa4YF8uKgnw8ZeKc3ugEBqhfEsyAJj1qoJUzskYqfMQmX0bbg]Walk easily along a narrow line
· Skip on alternate feet
· Stand and balance on either foot for   8-10 seconds
· Hop 2-3 metres forward on either foot
· Competent and skilful climbing, sliding and swinging

Academic Skills
· Recognise  their own name
· Enjoy listening to stories
· Identify basic colours
· Show an interest in print eg; names, signs.
· Recite  familiar rhymes or jingles
· Recognise some numerals
· Speak clearly and fluently

Helping Your child with their Learning

You, as parents and carers, are the first and one of the most important links in the chain of teaching and learning. Learning starts as soon as children are born. As you teach them to speak and to listen, you are laying the foundations for learning. 

Often as parents we worry about how to help children do well at school. Research has shown that giving our children time is one of the best things we can do. Children who spend time with their parents achieve higher school results.

Children love to spend time with you alone.

Teaching children to organize their time is another way to support them at school. 

Help your children establish good habits. Make sure they put away or hang up things as they walk in the door. Schedule a regular homework time and stick to it.

A successful morning begins at night. Before your children go to bed, help them set out everything they’ll need for school- uniform, lunch, drinks, readers, permission slips.

Establish a regular bedtime. Children who fall asleep on the couch at 11pm rarely rise or shine at 7:00am.

Ensure that your child has a good breakfast. Children learn better on a full stomach. (Cereal, muffins, toast, fruit and   yoghurt are all good choices)

Take a minute to say “I love you” for a better start to each day.

Tips from www.parent-institute.com/parent/resources/tips/tips.php)


YOUR CHILD  NEEDS TO BRING TO SCHOOL:

1. A smock for art.
Protective clothing must be worn when in the art room. An old shirt is suitable, and preferably something your child can put on unaided that will completely cover their school clothes.

2. Library Bag Cloth bags for library books are essential to care for our schoolbooks. All prep children receive one at the beginning of the school year from the Department of Education, but this may need to be replaced if misplaced or worn out in later years.
3. A spare change of clothes for emergency use. This applies particularly to the young children. (This can be kept at school)

4. Sunsmart hat. 

5. A water bottle with a lid.
6. Class Requirements. These requirements are purchased by the school for each child using the fees which you are asked to pay.They will be distributed to children during the first week of school.
7. School Bag Please ensure that your child’s school bag is not too big or difficult for them to carry. Parent’s Club have school bags available from the office.


PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS

A close partnership between home and school is encouraged at Marysville Primary School.  Our staff are very friendly and can be easily approached if you have any concerns at all or would like to discuss your child’s progress, contact you child’s teacher or the Principal at any time.

Similarly if teachers have a concern we would discuss this with parents as soon as possible.  Please, if you have a concern, then approach the school so that something positive can be done.

Reporting children's progress - during Term 1 we conduct ‘meet the teacher’ interviews followed by Mid Year written reports issued  in conjunction with ‘parent teacher interviews’.  
End of Year written reports are held in conjunction with parent teacher interviews.  Student Support Group meetings will be held at mutually agreeable times.   
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The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development has a comprehensive website for parents - http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/primary/Pages/default.aspx


HELPING YOUR CHILD TO READ AND WRITE

Learning to read and write starts long before children enter school. 

Being able to clearly hear and speak helps us to recognise the sounds words make when we are reading and spelling.  Being a good listener ourselves is also important. Speaking and Listening are like manners- they are ‘caught’ rather that ‘taught’. Children copy our habits.

One of the most useful things you can do is to show your children that you read and write.
Read the paper, magazines, shopping catalogues, finding recipes, locating phone numbers, checking the Tattslotto numbers, writing down phone messages, making shopping lists, writing on cards and invitations, making simple maps for friends to find your house are some examples of activities that many parents do regularly that show children reading and writing in everyday life.

 Simple games and activities are also great tools to prepare for reading and writing.

Read to and with your children every day.

All children love to be read to, no matter what age. Make this a special time, such at bed time. Through stories you share your pleasure in books and help your children become familiar with the language of books.  As you read, hold the books so that the children see it too. Encourage them to join in the parts they know by heart, thus building confidence in their abilities as readers. 

Reading can be lots of fun.

When your child brings home their first books, share their excitement with them. At first they will ‘read’ by remembering the sentence patterns or looking at the pictures. This is a natural stage in learning to read. 

The most important thing is to encourage them to make sense of what they read. If what they read does not make sense, repeat it and ask ‘Does that make sense?’ If they get stuck on a word ask them to have a guess . What do you think would make sense? Encourage their attempts instead of drawing attention to their mistakes. 

Make reading time a pleasure- not a chore.

Enjoy your experience with us at Marysville Primary School.
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